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without anything of deceit or. dissimulation, it is well to take advantage of the powers and qualities which have been given, and which are so well calculated to gain a fair and powerful influence over the minds and feelings of others. Your Majesty may depend upon it, that the impression made upon the minds of all who were present yesterday, is most favourable. Of course, with persons in new and rather awkward situations, some of whom had never been in high office before, all of whom had not been so now for some years, there was a good deal of embarrassment and mistakes. Forms which are only gone through at long intervals of time, and not every day, are necessarily forgotten, and when they are required nobody knows them. But Lord Melbourne cannot really think that they looked cross ; most probably they did look shy and embarrassed. Strange faces are apt to give the idea of ill humour. ... Lord Melbourne anxiously hopes that your Majesty is well and happy to-day.
Viscount Melbourne to Queen Victoria.
SOUTH STREET, 5th September 1841.
Lord Melbourne presents his humble duty to your Majesty. Your Majesty may depend upon it, that if Lord Melbourne hears anything respecting your Majesty, which it appears to him to be important or advantageous, that your Majesty should know, Lord Melbourne will not fail to convey it to your Majesty.
Lord Melbourne encloses the exact names of the two gentlemen to whom Knighthood has been promised by your Majesty. ...
Your Majesty is very good, very good indeed, to think of doing what your Majesty mentions for Fanny ; but Lord Melbourne fears that it would hardly suit with their present situation, or with the comfort of their domestic life. But Lord Melbourne mentioned the matter yesterday to his sister, and he encloses the letter which she has written to him this morning, after reflecting upon the subject. By that letter your Majesty will perceive that Jocelyn is not so much in debt, as Lord Melbourne's letter had led your Majesty to suppose. . . .
Lord B----- is a very old friend of Lord Melbourne's.
They were at Eton together, and intimate there. He is a gentlemanly man and a good man, but not very agreeable.
Few of the P-----s are, and very bitter in politics ; but still
Lord Melbourne is glad, for old acquaintance' sake, that your